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DETAILED ACTION 

This is in response to the RCE filed on June 10 th 2008 which concerns 
application 09/754441. 

Status of Claims 

Claims 35-43 are pending. 

Claims 35-37 and 39-43 are currently rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 . 
Claims 35-43 are currently rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 6/10/08 
has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, with respect to the rejection(s) of claim(s) 34-41 under 
103(a) have been fully considered and are persuasive. Specifically, Moller and Timis do 
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not disclose a parentage relationship as now recited by the independent claims. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a 
new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Bly et al. US 5,008,853. 



Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to because Fig. 1 contains a misspelling in item 1d 
"storege" should be storage, Fig. 8 misspells the word transmit as "taransmit" in item 
SC1 . Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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4. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "setting section" as 
recited by claim 35, the "second music data transmitting section" as recited by claim 36, 
must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be 
entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 35-37 and 39-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Regarding claim 35, it is directed to a server apparatus however the claim does 
not recite any physical hardware elements that would preclude the claim from being 
rendered entirely in software. Software is considered functional descriptive material and 
is not per se patentable. See MPEP 21 06.01 . 

Claims 36-37 and 42 do not recite any features (i.e. hardware or computer 
readable medium) that would render the subject matter patentable. Therefore they are 
also rejected since they depend from a rejected claim. 

Claims 39-41 and 43 correspond to 35-37 and 42, they are rejected for similar 
reasons. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 35-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Moller et al. U.S. Pat. 6,598,074 B1 in view of Timis et al. U.S. Pat. 5,792,971 and in 
further view of Bly et al. US 5,008,853. 

As to claim 35, Moller teaches substantially the invention as claimed, including a 
server apparatus (Fig. 1, server 12) communicably connected to a plurality of client 
apparatuses (Fig. 1, clients 14, 16) through a communication network (Fig. 1, Internet 
18), for performing a music composing work (a multimedia project) according to 
information input at the plurality of the client apparatuses to thereby create a file of 
music data (a multiple "takes" record, data units, tracks) under collaboration (Abstract) 
of a plurality of users of the plurality of client apparatuses with collecting ideas 
(collaborators' contributions, col. 4, lines 35-40) of the plurality of the users, the server 
apparatus comprising: 

a data storage section that stores music data ... under the music composing work 
(virtual studio, col. 4, lines 5-15); 

an information transmitting section that transmits display information directly to each of 
the client apparatuses such that each client apparatus displays a composing screen and 
a chat screen according to the directly transmitted display information (col. 4, lines 15- 
33); 
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a data receiving section that directly receives from each client apparatus composing 
data, which is generated by the client apparatus based on the information associated 
with the music composing work and input to the composing screen displayed according 
to the display information, and which represents either of a partial composing content or 
partial editing content of the music data (col. 4, lines 26-49); 
a composing and editing section that performs the music composing work including 
input and edition of the music data according to the composing data directly received 
from each client apparatus to thereby update the music data stored in the data storage 
section (col. 4, lines 26-49); 

and a music data transmitting section that responds to an updating request from 
the client apparatus for directly transmitting the updated music data stored in the data 
storage section as display information to the client apparatus such that the client 
apparatus can display the updated music data of a MIDI format on the composing 
screen (col. 4, lines 26-49). 

Moller does not explicitly disclose "stores music data of a text format" however 
this is taught by Timis as storing music data (col. 7 In. 35) in as a textual representation 
(col. 7 In. 54-55, Fig. 4d). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Moller by storing musical data in text form as taught by Timis for the 
purpose of reducing file size. Moller discloses that media files take up a lot of disk 
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space therefore it is necessary to remove unused files (col. 27 In. 32-33), storing media 
files as textual representations is another way of solving this problem. 

Moller also does not disclose "wherein the updated music data is converted from 
the text format to the MIDI format at either the server apparatus or the client apparatus" 
however this is taught by Timis as a processing unit with a MIDI output so that whatever 
form the music is stored in can be converted to MIDI format (col. 7 In. 25-30). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the conversion feature taught by Timis into Moller for the 
purpose of playing back music. A text file may not be played and thus would have to be 
converted in order for the collaborator to hear the music. A MIDI file is well known in the 
art and yields predictable results. 

Moller and Timis do not disclose "a setting section that sets parentage among the 
plurality of the client apparatuses such that one of the client apparatuses becomes a 
parent client apparatus and other client apparatus becomes a child client apparatus, the 
parent client apparatus having a right to enable the server apparatus to execute a 
specific process ... the child client apparatus having no right to enable the server 
apparatus to execute the specific process" however this is taught by Bly as access 
control (col. 8 In. 50-56, col. 10 In. 21-25, col. 12 In. 54-64) that enables a user (parent) 
to perform operations while other users (child) cannot. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Moller and Timis with the teaches of Bly for the purpose of 
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controlling access. Bly suggest that by controlling access interference from other users 
is prevented (col. 8 In. 50-53). 

As to claim 36, Moller discloses including a second music data transmitting 
section that responds to a data save request from the client apparatus for converting the 
music data stored in the data storage section from a data format which is editable to 
another data format which is performable, and directly transmitting the music data the 
MIDI format to the client apparatus (col. 4, lines 26-56). 

Moller does not explicitly disclose converting data "from the text format which is 
editable to the MIDI format" however this is taught by Timis as storing music in a 
editable text format and then processing to create a music signal which can be 
outputted to a MIDI device (col. 5 In. 38-40, col. 6 In. 60-61 and col. 7 In. 54-55). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the conversion feature taught by Timis into Moller for the 
purpose of playing back music. A text file may not be played and thus would have to be 
converted in order for the collaborator to hear the music. A MIDI file is well known in the 
art and yields predictable results. 

As to claim 37, Moller discloses a registering section that registers conversation 
data (chat administration, col. 4, lines 57-64); 
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a conversation data update section that directly receives from the client apparatus the 
conversation data which is generated according to the message input to the chat 
screen, and that updates the conversation data registered in the registering section 
each time the conversation data is received (col. 4, lines 1-64); and 

a conversation data transmitting section that responds to a chat update request 
from the client apparatus for directly transmitting the updated conversation data 
registered in the registering section (col. 4, lines 1-64). 

Claim 38 is a computer readable medium claim that corresponds to the server 
apparatus as claimed in claim 35; therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in 
claim 35. 

Claim 39 corresponds to the server-side apparatus claim of claim 35 but on the 
client-side apparatus of the system; the functions on server and client are 
exchangeable; therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 35. 

Claim 40 corresponds to the server-side apparatus claim of claim 36 but on the 
client-side apparatus of the system; the functions on server and client are 
exchangeable; therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 36. 
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Claim 41 corresponds to the server-side apparatus claim of claim 37 but on the 
client-side apparatus of the system; the functions on server and client are 
exchangeable; therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 37. 

Regarding claim 42, Moller and Timis do not disclose "the parent client apparatus 
has the right to enable the server apparatus to save the music data, and the child client 
apparatus has no right to enable the server apparatus to save the music data" however 
this is taught by Bly as a lock that enables a user (parent) to perform a save while not 
allowing others (child) to save (col. 23 In. 63 - col. 24 In. 19). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Moller and Timis with the teaches of Bly for the purpose of 
controlling access. Bly suggest that by controlling access interference from other users 
is prevented (col. 8 In. 50-53). 

Regarding claim 43, it correspond to claim 42, thus it is rejected for the same 
reasons. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Lo et al. US 6,212,534 B1 discloses a collaboration system that controls editing 
of a collaboration work by issuing a right to modify to users (abstract). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JASON RECEK whose telephone number is (571 )270- 
1975. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Thurs 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on (571) 272-3868. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jason Recek/ /Andrew Caldwell/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2142 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

(571)-270-1975 Unit 2142 
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